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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a method for marking data of a digital data stream representing video or audio infor-
mation.

Background

[0002] Inbitstreamrecording one is free to subdivide the bitstream into sub-units of more regular structure. Presentation
data in DVDs (digital video or versatile disc) is organized into units called Video Object Unit, denoted VOBU, e.g. in the
DVD Specifications for Video Recording. VOBUs have a variable size (data amount measured in number of sectors),
but have also a variable duration (measured in number of video fields).

[0003] For data retrieval from the disc the DVD Specifications for Video Recording foresees a 'VOBU map’ which is
a table where for every VOBU in a recording the length in sectors and the duration in fields is entered.

Invention

[0004] It is one object of the invention to disclose a method for marking digital data as being temporarily erased in
such a way, that on the fly permanent erasure can be achieved without any additional view into the streams.

[0005] According to the invention, this object is achieved by means of the features specified in main claims. Advan-
tageous designs and developments are specified in subclaims.

[0006] The directory and file structure of DVD Stream Recording is organized in Stream Data and Navigation Data of
the DVD Stream Recording as follows:

[0007] Any DVD Streamer Device has certain requirements to store its own, Streamer-specific navigation data on the
disc. These data are solely for helping the retrieval of recorded data; they need not be understood or even be visible to
any outside Application Device.

[0008] Any DVD Streamer Device needs to communicate with the Application Device it is connected to. This commu-
nication should be straightforward, and as universal as possible, so that the maximum possible range of applications -
both today and future - can be connected to the Streamer. The Navigation Data to support such communication must
be understandable by the Streamer as well as by the Application Device; they will be called "Common navigation data"
in the following.

[0009] The Streamer Device should offer to the connected Application Device a means for storing its own private data
of any desired kind. The Streamer needs not to understand any of the content, internal structure, or meaning of this
"Application-specific navigation data".

[0010] Navigationdata is providedto controlthe recording, playingback, and editing of any bitstreams that are recorded.
In DVD Stream Recording, Navigation Data is called "Streamer Information” (STRI). STRI consists of six kinds of infor-
mation tables, namely Streamer Video Manager Information (STR_VMGI), Stream File Information Table (SFIT), Original
Program Chain Information (ORG_PGCI), User Defined Program Chain Information (UD_PGCI), Text Data Manager
(TXT_DT_MG), and Application Private Data Manager (APD_MG).

[0011] The Stream File Information Table contains the information where on the recording media the stream data are
recorded. The Original PGC Information has the function of a play list, which contains all takes which were made. A take
is defined as containing the information between a start and a stop action in the sequence of recording or also called
one program of the ORG_PGCI. In addition, a Stream Object (SOB) contains a full take or part of a take. With both
tables the data can be retrieved for playback.

[0012] The User Defined PGC Information contains information, which are defined by a user.

[0013] In orderto address more precisely a program contains one or more cells. A cell points to Stream Object Units
(SOBU) and to each SOBU an Incremental Application Packet Arrival Time (IAPAT) is assigned.

[0014] According to the invention besides a temporarily erased flag TE two offset values are introduced in order to
indicate a SOBU, which can be erased completely for storing additional information.

[0015] In order to exactly address the SOBUs, which can be completely erased the two offset values (TE_S_OFF and
TE_E_OFF) shall be added to the Cell Type (C_TY) flag. The exact location of these SOBUs is given by a Stream Cell
Start Application Packet Arrival Time (SC_S_APAT), Stream Cell End APAT (SC_E_APAT), a mapping list (MAPL) and
these two additional offsets TE_S_OFF, TE_E_OFF. For example the calculation of the start of the first temporarily
erased SOBU starts with a coarse location via SC_S_APAT and the MAPL. The search viathe MAPL results in 2 possible
positions of the assigned SOBU, e. g. SOBU #m or SOBU #m-+1. In order to define exactly, whether SC_S_APAT is the
first application packet of a SOBU or not the offset value TE_S_OFF contains the needed additional offset with values
0, 1 or 2 to locate the desired SOBU relative to the coarse result of the search via the MAPL.

[0016] According to the invention the structure of the C_TY byte is as follows:
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b7 b6 b5 b4 b3 b2 b1 b0

C. ™ TE TE_S_OFF TE_E_OFF
C TY1 ... ‘010b’ shall be described for all Stream Cells.
TE ... ‘Ob’: This Cell is in the “Normal” state.
TE_S_OFF and TE_E_OFF shall be set to
‘00b' .

‘1p’: This Cell is in “Temporarily Erased’

state.

TE S OFF ... ‘00b’,’0lb’, ‘10b’: The first TE SOBU starts
- TE_S_OFF SOBUs later than the SOBU number
calculated from SC_S_APAT via the MAPL.
‘11b’ : reserved
TE E OFF ... ‘00b’,’0lb’, ‘10b’: The SOBU number of the
- first SOBU after the last TE SOBU of the
TE Cell starts TE_E_OFF SOBUs later than
the SOBU number calculated from SC_E_APAT
via the MAPL.

‘11b/ : reserved

Drawings
[0017] Embodiments of the invention are described with reference to the accompanying drawing, which show in:

Fig. 1 Temporary erasure and subsequent permanent erasure;
Fig.2  TE and subsequent further TE and reconstruction of the first TE cell

Exemplary embodiments

[0018] Exemplary embodiments of the invention are explained in more detail in the following description.

[0019] Figure 1 shows a temporary erasure with a subsequent permanent erasure of the just temporarily erased part.
Figure 2 shows atemporary erasure with a subsequent second temporary erasure behind the justtemporarily erased part.
[0020] The gray parts mark the not presentable TE parts of the stream. The dark gray parts mark the temporarily
erased complete SOBUs.

[0021] Infigure 1 TE and Permanent Erasure seen from SOBU level is shown. In the upper part of the drawing labeled
"original program" a program #j contains one cell #k with one SC_S_APAT and one SC_E_APAT. The cell #k contains
several SOBUs from SOBU #1 to SOBU #6. To each SOBU an Incremental Application Packet Arrival Time (IAPAT) is
assigned.

[0022] In the middle part labeled "after TE" the gray marked part of program #j is marked for example by a user or
based on given parameter as being temporarily erased. The program #j contain now 3 cells from cell #k to cell #k+2.
Cell #k and cell #k+2 can be played back, while on cell #k+1 an erased flag is set. Cell #k+1 contains a TE part in gray,
which was decided to be erased and a smaller TE cell in dark gray, which can be used for later recording.
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[0023] To cell #k a new SC_E_APAT and to cell #k+2 a new SC_S_APAT are assigned. To the cell #k+1 a new
SC_S_APAT and 2 a new SC_E_APAT are assigned. SC_S_APAT of cell #k+1 is smaller than SC_E_APAT of cell #k
and SC_E_APAT of cell #k+1 is smaller than SC_S_APAT of cell #k+2.

[0024] In the lower part labeled "after permanent erasure" the program #j contains only two cells, that are cell #k and
cell #k+1 (former cell #k+2), while the TE cell of the former cell #k+1 was erased.

[0025] The SOBUs of each cell #k and cell #k+1 have been renumbered and also the assigned IAPATs. As shown in
this example a small area marked in gray remains in the bit stream, which can not be used for recording of further data.
[0026] After permanent erasure the Stream File Information, the Original PGC Information and the User Defined PGC
Information are updated.

[0027] Re-use of TE cells on-the-fly during recording.

The TE cells contain 2 offset values: TE_S_OFF and TE_E_OFF. The actual intention of these 2 offsets is to allow to
reuse TE SOBUs during recording, i.e. when the disc becomes full during recording, then the streamer shall be able to
permanently erase TE cells, in order to get new free SOBUs to continue the recording without any break. The APATs
SC_S_APAT and SC_E_APAT of the TE cell aren’t exact enough for this purpose, because a search via the MAPL
results in 2 possible positions of the assigned SOBU (SOBU #m or SOBU #m+1). A search via the MAPL would require
an additional search inside the stream. That’s not possible in real-time. But, with TE_S_OFF and TE_E_OFF the exact
SOBU position is locatable without any view into the stream.

[0028] Rules for TE Cells

The information stored in the TE cells shall be defined in a way

¢ that the original state of the program is 100% reconstructable and

¢ that the by the TE part completely covered SOBUs are indicated. This is demanded in order to be able to reuse
complete SOBUs of TE parts on-the-fly during recording, i.e. without any view into the stream.

[0029] This will be performed by TE_S_OFF and TE_E_OFF of C_TY. Two locations are defined by these values:
1.TE_S_SOBU = TE_S_OFF + (SOBU number, derived from SC_S_APAT via the MAPL)
2.TE_E_SOBU = TE_E_OFF + (SOBU number, derived from SC_E_APAT via the MAPL)

[0030] The 'SOBU number, derived from SC_S_APAT via the MAPL'’ is the number of that SOBU which contains the
Application Packet with APAT=SC_S_APAT or of the previous SOBU depending on the mapping list resolution IAPAT.
Therefore, an exact set of TE_S_OFF and TE_E_OFF requires a view into the stream.

[0031] TE_S_OFF shall be chosen, so that TE_S_SOBU fulffills following rules:

1. if SC_S_APAT is the first Application Packet of a SOBU or the TE Cell contains the start of the SOB, then
TE_S_SOBU isthe SOBU number of that SOBU which contains the Application Packet withthe APAT SC_S_APAT.
2.In all other cases TE_S_SOBU is equal to the SOBU number of that SOBU which follows immediately the SOBU
containing the Application Packet with the APAT SC_S_APAT.

3. TE_S_SOBU addresses the SOBUs of a SOB relative to its start, i.e. TE_S_SOBU = 1 locates the first SOBU of
the SOB.

[0032] TE_E_OFF shall be chosen, so that TE_E_SOBU fulfills following rules:

1. TE_E_SOBU is equal to the SOBU number of that SOBU which contains the Application Packet immediately
following the TE Cell.

2. TE_E_SOBU addresses the SOBUs of a SOB relative to its start, i.e. TE_E_SOBU = 1 locates the first SOBU of
the SOB.

[0033] TE_E_SOBU may indicate the SOBU in case the last application packet of a SOBU is temporarily erased after
the last SOBU of the TE cell or of the SOB.
[0034] The 3 possible cases of TE_S_ SOBU and TE_E_ SOBU of an TE Cell:

1) TE_S_SOBU < TE_E_ SOBU

There is at least one complete SOBU inside the TE part of this TE cell. All complete SOBUs of this TE Cell can be
permanently erased, e.g. during recording.

2) TE_S_SOBU =TE_E_SOBU
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There is no complete SOBU inside the TE Cell. But the TE Cell has Application Packets in 2 SOBUs. A permanent
erasure would split the assigned SOB between these 2 SOBUs into 2 SOBs. |.e. the resulting 2 SOBs doesn'’t share
any SOBU.

3) TE_S_SOBU >TE_E_SOBU

There is no complete SOBU inside the TE Cell. The TE Cell has Application Packets only in 1 SOBU. A permanent
erasure would splitthe assigned SOB inside one SOBU into 2 SOBs. l.e. the resulting 2 SOBs share acommon SOBU.

[0035] So, each state is unambiguous and contains a lot of information about the location of the Cells inside the stream.
Alternative solution.
[0036] C_TY can be described in an other formats like

(HC_TY
Describes the Cell Type of this Stream Cell.

b7 b6 b b4 b3 b2 b1 b0

C_TY1 reserved TE_S_OFF TE_E_OFF
C_TY1 «.. ‘010b’ shall be described for all Stream Cells.
TE_S_OFF ‘00b’ : This is a Normal Cell (TE_E_OFF must

also be ‘00b’)

... ‘01b’,"10b’, ‘11b’: The first TE SOBU starts
(TE_S_OFF-1) SOBUs later than the SOBU
number calculated from SC_S_APAT via the
MAPL.

TE_E OFF *00b’ : This is a Normal Cell (TE_S OFF must
also be ‘00b’)

... ‘0lb’,"10b’, ‘11b’: The SOBU number of the
first SOBU after the last TE SOBU of the
TE Cell starts (TE_E_OFF-1) SOBUs later
than the SOBU number calculated from
SC_E_APAT via the MAPL.

[0037] In order to distinguish a normal cell from a temporarily erased cell C_TY[3..0]==0, when this is a Normal Cell,
else this is a TE Cell.

[0038] With this definition, a TE Cell is also unambiguous described, but bit 4 of C_TY is still free for other purposes.
Claims

1. Method for marking data of a digital data stream representing video or audio information including the following step:

in order to exactly address a Stream Object Unit (SOBU), which can be completely erased, two offset values
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(TE_S_OFF, TE_E_OFF) are added to a Cell Type (C_TY) flag,
whereby the first offset value (TE_S_OFF) is chosen, such that a Temporary Erased Start Stream Object Unit
(TE_S_SOBU) fuffills the rules:

- if the Start Application Packet Arrival Time (SC_S_APAT) is the first Application Packet of a Stream Object
Unit (SOBU) or a Temporary Erased Cell (TE Cell) contains the start of the Stream Object (SOB), then the
Temporary Erased Start Stream Object Unit (TE_S_SOBU) is the Stream Object Unit (SOBU) number of
that Stream Object Unit (SOBU) which contains the Application Packet with the Start Application Packet
Arrival Time (SC_S_APAT),

- in all other cases the Start Application Packet Arrival Time (SC_S_APAT) is equal to the Stream Object
Unit (SOBU) number of that Stream Object Unit (SOBU) which follows immediately the Stream Object Unit
(SOBU) containing the Application Packet with the with the Start Application Packet Arrival Time
(SC_S_APAT),

whereby the second offset value (TE_E_OFF) is chosen, such that a Temporary Erased Start Stream Object
Unit (TE_E_SOBU) fulfills the rules:

- the Temporary Erased End Stream Object Unit (TE_E_SOBU) is equal to the Stream Object Unit (SOBU)
number of that Stream Object Unit (SOBU) which contains the Application Packet immediately following
the Temporary Erased Cell (TE Cell).

2. Method according to claim 1, characterized by, that the Temporary Erased Start Stream Object Unit (TE_S_SOBU)

addresses the Stream Object Units (SOBU) of the Stream Object (SOB) relative to its start.

3. Method according to claim 1, characterized by, that the Temporary Erased End Stream Object Unit (TE_E_SOBU)

addresses the Stream Object Units (SOBU) of the Stream Object (SOB) relative to its start.

4. Method according to claim 1, characterized by, that

- the Temporary Erased Start Stream Object Unit (TE_S_SOBU) is equal to the first offset value (TE_S_OFF)
+ the Stream Object Unit (SOBU) number, derived from Start Application Packet Arrival Time (SC_S_APAT)
via a mapping list (MAPL).

-the Temporary Erased End Stream Object Unit (TE_E_SOBU) is equal to the second offset value (TE_E_OFF)
+the Stream Object Unit (SOBU) number, derived from End Application Packet Arrival Time (SC_E_APAT) via
the mapping list (MAPL).

Revendications

1. Procédé de marquage de données d’un flux de données numériques représentant des informations vidéo ou audio
incluant I'étape suivante :

afin d’adresser correctement une unité d’objet de flux (SOBU), qui peut étre complétement effacée, deux valeurs
de décalage (TE_S_OFF, TE_E_OFF) sont ajoutées a un indicateur de type de cellule (C_TY),

ou la premiére valeur de décalage (TE_S_OFF) est choisie, de maniére a ce qu’une unité d’objet de flux de
début temporairement effacée (TE_S_SOBU) respecte les régles :

- si 'heure d’arrivée du paquet d’application de début (SC_S APAT) est le premier paquet d’application
d’'une unité d’objet de flux (SOBU) ou si une cellule temporairement effacée (cellule TE) contient le début
d’'un objet de flux (SOB), alors l'unité d’objet de flux de début temporairement effacée (TE_S_SOBU)
correspond au numéro d’unité d’objet de flux (SOBU) de cette unité d’objet de flux (SOBU) qui contient le
paquet d’application avec I'heure d’arrivée du paquet d’application de début (SC_S_APAT),

- dans tous les autres cas, I'heure d’arrivée du paquet d’application de début (SC_S_APAT) est égale au
numéro d’unité d’objet de flux (SOBU) de cette unité d’objet de flux (SOBU) qui suit immédiatement l'unité
d’objet de flux (SOBU) contenant le paquet d’application avec I'heure d’arrivée du paquet d’application de
début (SC_S_APAT),

ou la seconde valeur de décalage (TE_E_OFF) est choisie, de maniére a ce qu’une unité d’objet de flux de fin
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temporairement effacée (TE_E_SOBU) respecte les régles :

- I'unité d’objet de flux de fin temporairement effacée (TE_E_SOBU) est égale au huméro d’unité d’objet
de flux (SOBU) de cette unité d’objet de flux (SOBU) qui contient le paquet d’application qui suit immédia-
tement la cellule temporairement effacée (cellule TE).

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce que I'unité d’objet de flux de début temporairement effacée
(TE_S_SOBU) adresse les unités d’objet de flux (SOBU) de I'objet de flux (SOB) par rapport & son début.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce que cette unité d’objet de flux de fin temporairement effacée
(TE_E_SOBU) adresse les unités d’objet de flux (SOBU) de I'objet de flux (SOB) par rapport a son début.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce que

- I'unité d’objet de flux de début temporairement effacée (TE_S_SOBU) est égale a la premiére valeur de
décalage (TE_S_OFF) + le numéro d’unité d’objet de flux (SOBU), dérivé de I'heure d’arrivée du paquet d’ap-
plication de début (SC_S_APAT) via une liste de mappage (MAPL).

- Punité d’objet de flux de fin temporairement effacée (TE_E_SOBU) est égale a la seconde valeur de décalage
(TE_E_OFF) + le numéro d’unité d’objet de flux (SOBU), dérivé de 'heure d’arrivée du paquet d’application de
fin (SC_E_APAT) via une liste de mappage (MAPL).

Patentanspriiche

1. Verfahren zur Markierung von Daten eines digitalen Datenstroms, der Video- oder Audioinformationen représentiert,
mit dem folgenden Schritt:

um eine Stromobjekteinheit (SOBU), die vollstandig geldscht werden kann, exakt zu adressieren, werden zwei
Offsetwerte (TE_S_OFF, TE_E_OFF) zu einem Flag des Zellentyps (C_TY) hinzugefligt,

wodurch der erste Offsetwert (TE_S_OFF) so gewahlt wird, daB eine Voribergehend-geldscht-Startstromob-
jekteinheit (TE_S_SOBU) den folgenden Regeln gentgt:

- wenn die Startanwendungspaketankunftszeit (SC_S_APAT) das erste Anwendungspaket einer Strom-
objekteinheit (SOBU) ist oder eine Voriibergehend-geléscht-Zelle (TE-Zelle) den Start des Stromobjekts
(SOB) enthélt, dann ist die Vorlbergehend-geldscht-Startstromobjekteinheit (TE_S_SOBU) die Nummer
der Stromobjekteinheit (SOBU) dieser Stromobjekteinheit (SOBU), die das Anwendungspaket mit der Start-
anwendungspaketankunftszeit (SC_S_APAT) enthalt,

- in allen anderen Fallen ist die Startanwendungspaketankunftszeit (SC_S_APAT) gleich der Nummer der
Stromobijekteinheit (SOBU) der Stromobjekteinheit (SOBU), die der Stromobjekteinheit (SOBU), die das
Anwendungspaket mit der Startanwendungspaketankunftszeit (SC_S_APAT) enthalt, unmittelbar folgt,

wodurch der zweite Offsetwert (TE_E_OFF) so gewéhlt wird, daB eine Voriibergehend-geldscht-Startstromob-
jekteinheit (TE_E_SOBU) den folgenden Regeln geniigt:

- die Vorlibergehend-geldscht-Endstromobjekteinheit (TE_E_SOBU) wird gleich der Nummer der Strom-
objekteinheit (SOBU) der Stromobjekteinheit (SOBU), die das Anwendungspaket enthélt, das der Vorliber-
gehend-geldscht-Zelle (TE-Zelle) unmittelbar folgt.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die Vorlbergehend-geléscht-Startstromobjekteinheit
(TE_S_SOBU) die Stromobjekteinheiten (SOBU) des Stromobjekts (SOB) relativ zu seinem Start adressiert.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die Vorlibergehend-geléscht-Endstromobjekteinheit
(TE_E_SOBU) die Stromobjekteinheiten (SOBU) des Stromobjekts (SOB) relativ zu seinem Start adressiert.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB3

- die Vorlbergehend-geldscht-Startstromobjekteinheit (TE_S_SOBU) gleich dem ersten Offsetwert
(TE_S_OFF) + der Nummer der Stromobjekteinheit (SOBU) ist, die Uber eine Abbildungsliste (MAPL) aus der
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Startanwendungspaketankunftszeit (SC_S_APAT) abgeleitet wird.
- Die Vorlbergehend-geldscht-Endstromobjekteinheit (TE_E_SOBU) ist gleich dem zweiten Offsetwert
(TE_E_OFF) + der Nummer der Stromobjekteinheit (SOBU), die Uber die Abbildungsliste (MAPL) aus der
Endanwendungspaketankunftszeit (SC_E_APAT) abgeleitet wird.
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