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Introduction

Quote from the Commission’s memorandum:

“By codifying the requirement for a
technical contribution, the Directive
should ensure that patents for “pure”
business methods or more generally social
processes will not be granted”



Practice

“Technical contribution” is already required

today by the EPO

Use: separate “technical” from “non-
technical” business methods

Cfr. Council (rec. 13a): “Accordingly, a
computer-implemented business method,
[...} in which the only contribution to the
state of the art is non-technical cannot
constitute a patentable invention.”



Practice
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Detail: webshop
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Detail: webshop
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Settling the payment happens
directly between the buyer and the
payment processor.
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Detail: Webshop
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Detail: Webshop
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Detail: Webshop
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Detail: Webshop
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Detail: Webshop

A s a W] h Bl ol 2 Ve! L0

Add to shum_l

Technical Contribution:

The buyer keeps track of what is in
his shopping cart, instead of the
Merchl ~merchant.

|
l




Detail: Rebate codes
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Detail: Rebate codes
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Detail: Rebate codes
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Detail: Rebate codes
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Detail: Rebate codes
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Technical Contributions:

* You can use fractions of your
rebate

* You can save left-overs of your
Merch| rebate for later




Conclusion

The requirement for a “technical
contribution” does not prevent business
method patents

Many business method patents have already
been granted in Europe

Those patents are similar in scope to their US
counterparts
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